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Home for the Holidays 
Lord’s Acre – October 23, 2010  

 Lord’s Acre is 
only a few months 
away.  What will you 
do to help the cause?  
In considering how to 

revitalize the event, the committee has done some 
reminiscing about previous years.   We invite you to 
do the same and to think about things that might 
draw your bid.  Here are just a few ideas to get you 
started in the right direction.   

 Think about your talents (knitting, crocheting, 
building, painting, styling hair, refinishing furniture, 
sewing, cooking, car repair, whatever . . . . .) 

Think about what you might need done, and then 
offer to do it for someone else (housecleaning, win-
dow washing, dog bathing/walking, painting, cook-

ing, yard work, poop scooping, washing/detailing 
cars, cleaning gutters, whatever . . . . .) 

 What do you have that you could share?  (a boat/
fishing trip, a plane ride, a golf outing, a vacation 
spot, girls’ day out, whatever . . . . .) 

 What kind of basket could you put together?  
Make a decision today and start looking for items to 
fill it. 

Do you have ideas for activities that day/night?  
Please share those with the Lord’s Acre committee. 

The list is open to your wildest imaginations!  
Commitment forms will appear in the bulletins next 
month, but you can go on-line at eldoradofumc.org 
and click Lord’s Acre to find one today.  Please 
mark this on your calendars and help us revive the 
event. 

Pictured at right is this year’s 
Lord’s Acre quilt done by the 
Piecemakers. The top is cross-
stitched in blue and will fit a 
queen-size bed. 
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More Faith 

     In exploring Jesus’ in-
structions to Peter the day 
they went walking on water 
and in his teachings on faith, 
we learned last week that we 

can sometimes be “low” on faith. “O ye of little 
faith,” Jesus told Peter, “why did you doubt!” 

Did it ever occur to us that we could have more/
less faith? That our faith in God/Christ can grow and 
increase or that perhaps our faith can decrease (or 
even cease)? 

It made me dig a little deeper into my own “state 
of faith” and ask if I am putting my faith truly in 
God and if it is sufficient? 

All too often I am guilty of relying on myself or 
others (the church) to “get things done”!!! Where is 
God in that mix? 

When we need to find Sunday School teachers or 
fill a staff position, do we begin by asking and trust-
ing God to provide? Do we ask/trust God to fill our 

worship services? Do we trust God to be present and 
bless our worship? Will we let God direct our every 
work of mission or act of mercy? 

As September unfolds a new fall season and we 
envision ministries in the coming weeks and months 
for First United Methodist Church of El Dorado, let 
us take a “Faith-o-meter” reading. Do we have:  no 
faith, little faith or great faith in God’s great grace, 
mercy and will for our lives? Are we seeking and 
allowing God to lead and guide us through his Holy 
Spirit? Are we fully alive in the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ trusting in his example of ministry and mis-
sion?  

I, for one, am asking God to give me the power, 
will and capacity for more faith. Deeper faith in 
Christ. How about you? 

 
Pastor Mike 

Scholarships Awarded 
 
The memorial committee has 

awarded four $400 college scholarships 
for the fall semester.  Scholarships were 
awarded to  Kristen Burton, Spencer 
Jensen and Nate Vogts.  Ben Helferich 
received a scholarship given in memory 
of Arnold Buhler.  College students 
who are members or children of mem-
bers may apply for the scholarships up 
to four times.  Donations to the scholar-
ship fund are welcome at any time, and 
may  (but need not) be given as a me-
morial.   
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Survivors’ Ministry Making Strides 
In the winter of 2009 Survivors’ Ministry/A.R.E.A. offered a 4 part article in 

the VOICE telling in depth the story of two sisters who were sexually abused 
by their father. This story was also printed in the MennoniteWeekly Review in 
June, 2009.  Below it is condensed for a book soon to be published entitled:  
Purpose, dealing with stories of loss.  A.R.E.A., which has its roots here at 1st 
UMC El Dorado, is prominently mentioned in the story.  We continue to reach 
out to abuse victims of all kinds.  We are here if you need to talk.  

 
 

Grandmother helps to heal granddaughters’ lost innocence 
by Marilyn Wolegmuth as told to Laurie Oswald Robinson  

Several years ago, I received news that is a grandmother’s worst nightmare. 
My daughter, a mother of five children, wrote that her husband, the pastor of a growing, church, had admit-

ted to abusing their two young daughters. He snuck into their beds at night, swearing them to secrecy by day. 
Afraid of his anger and rejection, they buried their naked shame and pain under blankets of silence. 

I was devastated when I got that letter. My precious granddaughters had been terribly violated. I thought, 
Where do I go from here?  How will it affect my relationship with my daughter and each of my five grandchil-
dren? 

I observed some ‘red flags’ in their family dynamics. But I did not know how much to trust my instincts 
and confront them. So I kept quiet. Would it have made a difference if I had spoken out?  I will never know. 

For months, I grieved our family devastation and wanted to “fix” the lost innocence in our family caused by 
sexual abuse. One day, a friend told me about the Kansas-based ecumenical group, Alliance to Recognize and 
End Abuse, or AREA. It brought me new hope that even though I couldn’t fix the brokenness, I could join oth-
ers in the battle for healing. 

 The group, through advocacy and public awareness, works to shatter the silence that often surrounds this 
abuse. AREA gives presentations about how sex abuse causes lifelong damage to victims and billions of dol-
lars in costs to society. And group members testify before lawmakers in hopes of lengthening the statute of 
limitations for victims reporting sex abuse crimes and stiffening penalties for perpetrators within families. 

The most formidable “demons” AREA fights are silence, secrecy and denial. Churches are full of all three. 
Christians find it hard to believe sexual abuse can happen in Christian families and in their congregations. But 
sex abuse occurs in all of society. 

Our family is a prime example, as my daughter expresses. 
“We were well established, [my husband] was respected as a minister in the community, the congregation 

was growing and had just completed a new sanctuary,” she wrote. “ I knew disaster lay just around the corner. 
If I left him, how would I support myself and five children under age 14? … I carefully stuffed the painful 
feelings of guilt for not protecting my girls and pretended to be the perfect pastor’s wife. My fears got in the 
way of my better judgment.” 

I learned through my involvement with AREA that many people like her suffer in silent shame. According 
to U.S. statistics, one in three women and one in four to five men have suffered an abusive sexual encounter. 
And most perpetrators are members of one’s own family, or are friends, acquaintances and other trusted au-
thority figures. 

People often don’t want this exposed. They’ve been victims themselves and have never told anyone. And so 
they suffer all alone. I now know that families like ours don’t have to suffer alone. I am seeing how loving and 
accountable relationships with God and others can bring new openness, hope and healing. 

My son-in-law, incarcerated for four years, attended a sex offenders program for two years and has grown 
in his recovery. My daughter has remarried. One granddaughter has battled anorexia and is physically healthy 
again. The other granddaughter, once engaged with “cutting” herself, is finding new ways to cope. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Pie Auction - September 12 
 
The finance committee is hosting the annual chicken and 

noodle dinner and pie auction September 12th. It will be 
held in fellowship hall following late service. The menu will 
be chicken and noodles, mashed potatoes, a vegetable and 
roll. Then the fun begins with a pie auction for your dessert! 
If you would like to contribute a pie for the auction, please 
have it in fellowship by the start of late service. All pro-
ceeds go to our missions and ministries. Looking forward to 
seeing you all there for this fun event. 

Four Person  
Golf Scramble 

Saturday, September 25, 

 8:30 a.m. Shot gun start at Prairie 

Trails Golf Course - El Dorado  

$65 entry fee includes 18 holes of golf with 

cart, prizes and lunch.  

Entry deadline is September 18.  

All proceeds go to benefit the mission of the 

First United Methodist Church.  

Contact Don Wedel at 620-476-2254 or 

Steve Johnson at 322-5174. 

Today, I realize I can’t restore their lost, little-girl innocence. But I can nurture my granddaughters and help 
them find a more whole womanhood. I can let them know at every turn of their road that I am available if they 
want to share anything. I can provide a listening ear and a safe place today and tomorrow.  

 
Note: Adapted from a June 13, 2009, article in the Mennonite Weekly Review  

(Continued from page 4) 
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Scheduled Meetings 
 

Witness - Wednesday, September 1, 4:30 p.m. 
Worship - Wednesday, September 1, 5:30 
Finance - Tuesday, September 7, 7 p.m. 

Missions - Wednesday, September 8, 4:15 p.m. 
Trustees - Wednesday, September 8, 7 p.m. 
Education - Monday, September 11, 5:30 

Endowment - Monday, September 13, 11 a.m. 
Ad Council - Wednesday, September 15, 6 p.m.  
Pack Meeting - Thursday, September 16, 7 p.m. 

Evangelism - Monday, September 20, 7 p.m. 
Lord’s Acre - Wednesday, September 22, 5:30 p.m. 

Staff Parish - Wednesday, September 22, 6 p.m. 

Regular Schedule 

Sunday 
8 - Chancel Choir Warmup 

8:30 Worship 
9 - Fellowship Coffee 
9:30 - Sunday School 
10:30 - Coffee Time 
11 - Glory & Grace 

Monday 
10 - Bible Study 

3:30 - Staff Meeting 
7 - Boy Scouts 

Tuesday 
8 - TOPS 

1 - Quilters 

Wednesday 
Noon - Brown Bag Bible Study 
5:30 - Wednesday Nite Supper 

6:30 - Choir Practice 
7 - Glory & Grace  

Worship Team Practice 
7:30 - Celebration Ringers 

Thursday 
7 - Men’s Prayer Group -  
Double D’s Restaurant 

Friday 
9 - Quilters 

Special Events 

Monday, September 6 - Labor Day 
Church Office Closed 

Sunday, September 12 - Pie Auction & Dinner 
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September 
Lay Readers 

September 5    
8:30 - Cindy George 

 Glory & Grace - Steve Johnson 

September 12     
8:30 - Jeff Eastman 

Glory & Grace - Lauren Davis 

 September 19     
8:30 - Linda Swan 

Glory & Grace - Greg Joyce 

 September 26     
8:30 - Shirley Moreland 

Glory & Grace - Dan Davis 
 

United Methodist Women 
 

September Greeters / Guest Book 
Esther Circle 

Executive Committee Meeting 
September 6, 10 a.m. 

 
Martha Circle for September - Lydia Circle 

 
Esther Circle 

1 :30 p.m. Thursday, September 9 
Ida Mae Waite, Hostess 

Lydia Circle 
7:30 p.m. Thursday, September 9 

Norma Johnson, Hostess 

Miriam Circle 
1:30 p.m. Thursday, September 9 

To be announced 

Naomi Circle 
7 p.m. Tuesday, September 14 

Shirley Moreland, Hostess 

Ruth Circle 
1:30 p.m. Thursday, September 9 

Mary Gillies, Hostess 

 Sunday Morning  
Coffee Hosts 

 
September  

Open Hearts Class 
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One Room Sunday School helps 
teachers present a lesson to a 
broadly-graded group that is chal-
lenging enough to hold the interest 
of their older children without go-
ing over the head of their younger 
children. We will begin using One 
Room Sunday School this fall in the 
children’s Sunday School section. 
Children’s Sunday School will be-
gin with music at 9:30. Class will 
begin at 10 a.m. and dismiss at 
10:45 a.m. 

Celebration Ringers Bell Choir 
The Celebration Ringers have one/two openings in our exciting bell choir 

ministry. We will begin rehearsals on September 1 at 7:30 p.m. Expectations 
are to attend weekly rehearsals and be able to ring one Sunday a month. Must 
be able to count and read treble and bass music!! Previous ringing experience a 
plus! Please contact Hope @ hope.helferich@wesleymc.com or hopek-
helferich@gmail.com or on her cell at 322-3533. 

Swing Dance  
Lessons 

The Open Hearts Study 
Group is sponsoring Swing 
Dance lessons led by two of our 
church members, Rod and Vicki 
Nelson, who have led the Wich-
ita Swing Association and are 
excellent instructors.  The les-
sons will be held at the Senior 
Citizen Center on Sunday eve-
nings at 6:30 starting Sept. 13 
and will run for six weeks.  The 
cost is $1, which goes to the 
Senior Center.  Enrollment is 
limited, so reservations need to 
be made as soon as possi-
ble.  Call Rod and Vicki at 320-
2074 to make a reservation, 
leaving a message if neces-
sary.  This will be a fun activity 
for all involved.  It is open to 
any age interested in learning 
how to swing dance.   

Suggestions Welcomed 
Do you have a good name for the early (8:30) service? The 11 a.m. service is 

known as Glory & Grace and suggestions are welcomed to name the 8:30 wor-
ship service. 
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Lord’s Acre Commitment Form 
 
Because I know that God has blessed me with time an d unique talents, I will honor 
him with the following items for Lord’s Acre. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature __________________________________________________ 

Pakistan floods threaten millions of children 
For some 3.5 million children, Pakistan's worst floods in 80 years could have deadly consequences. United 

Methodist Committee on Relief partner GlobalMedic is providing relief as the crisis continues.... 
 
To view this article in full go to www.kswestumc.org 
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Birthdays 

1 - Rick Fowler 
3 - Linda Swan, Catherine Nace, Gayle Arnett 
4 - Jacob George, Derek Kennedy 
5 - Hunter Mors, Adelynne Scribner 
6 - Erik Tharp, Connie Dreher, Matt Braumberger 
7 - Jessie Connell 
8 - Norma Johnson, Logan Taylor 
10 - Jim Cook, Mary Ruth Korkki 
11 - Tammy Lister 
14 - Dave Stoskopf, Cassiday Deen 
15 - Madeline Sammons 
16 - Gene Arnall, Betty Jo Ledbetter, Heidi Hulse, 
 Danielle Darnell 
17 - Theo Jean Winzer, Joseph Lawrence 
18 - Jeff Eastman, Jill Hughey, Libby Connell, 
 Molly Milbourn, Emily Tharp 
21 - Sarah Margaret Simonton, Don Lawrence,  
 Jason Miller, Emily Funk 
22 - Lindsey Gaston 
23 - Harley Wright 
25 - Delbert Hill, Glenda Taylor 
26 - Rosa Marie Fillmore, Austin Arnett 
27 - Virginia Waggy, Don Fullinwider, 
  Tom Lawrence 
29 - Ida Mae Waite, Bill Peace, Jan Prather 
30 - Kathie Monroe 
 
Anniversaries 

3 - Bill & Barbara Peace 

9 - Larry & Shelly Gaston 

11 - Erica & Asa Hill 

14 - Ron & Jennifer Fordham 

18 - Richard & Kathy Burton 

21 - Kristi & Chris Pruitt 

22 - Grant & Hope Helferich 

 Steve & Leanna Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We need current addresses for the members 

Austin Arnett 

Laurie Bancroft 

Herb Broadaway 

Wade Hamilton 

Nancy Hammond 

Bryan Hess 

The Pakalski family 

Larry & Pat Powell 

Matt & Tricia Legleiter Ross 

Michael Stokes 

Ben Wrench 

Sarah Wrench 

 

Please call at 321-6220  
or reply by e-mail to eldoradofumc@gmail.com  

if you can help us out. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word has been received from Ed Clarkson, who 
is living in Humbolt, Texas, that his wife Gail 
passed away. 

The Clarksons were dedicated to providing mu-
sic at FUMC and the El Dorado community in the 
1970’s.  

Gail is survived by her husband Ed and son, 
David. Daughter Melanie preceded her in death. 
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First United Methodist Church 
421 West Central 

El Dorado, KS 67042 
(316) 321-6220 / Fax Line 321-0456 
e-mail - eldoradofumc@gmail.com 

www.eldoradofumc.org 
 

Sunday Worship Services 
8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

11 a.m. Glory & Grace Praise Service 
Nursery Provided 

Sunday School Classes at 9:30 a.m. 
 

Youth meetings - Every Wednesday 
Middle School - 5:30 / Senior High - 6:30 

 
Church Staff 

 
Rev. Michael McGuire                                    Pastor 
Jason Taylor                                       Youth Director  
Position Open             Christian Education Director 
Paula Fritschen                                           Treasurer 
Sandy Cooper                               Finance Secretary 
Kathie Monroe                               Church Secretary 
                                                        Newsletter editor 
Bobby Edwards                             Minister of Music 
Chelle Ewards 
Hope Helferich                                   Choir Director 
                                                    Bell Choir Director 
                                         Children’s Choir Director 
Marge Marsh                                                  Pianist 
Susan Zieman                                                 Pianist 
 
The United Voice is published monthly. Deadline 
for articles to be included is the 20th of the preced-
ing month. 

BUY DILLONS BUCKS 
  When you buy Dillons “Bucks” the church re-

ceives 4% of the face amount.  When the church 
picks them up from Dillons, we receive the 4% dis-
count. “Bucks” come in $5, $10 or $25 denomina-
tions. You receive the exact amount  you buy.  Buy 
any amount on Sunday mornings or in the church of-
fice during regular office hours. “Bucks” can be used 
for groceries, gas, prescriptions - anything you buy at 
Dillons at any Dillons.  

To date, we have purchased $33,725.00 Dillons 
Bucks from Dillons this year with a profit of 
$1,349.00. All of last year we purchased $45,685.00 
with a profit of $1,826.60.   

 It is a great way to serve the church.  When you 
shop Dillons, please shop with Dillons “Bucks”! 

 
 
 
 
 
News & Features on the Kansas West Conference 

web site. Go to kswestumc.org to read these articles 
in full 

 
· Haiti volunteers already looking to 2012 

· Reclaiming lay leadership key to revival 

· Church members invited to pray for,  
 with college campuses 
 
· Fort Hays campus ministry students play vari-

ety of roles 
 
· Student group revives VBS at 

small-membership churches 
 
· Churches encouraged to form 

disaster-response teams 

Would you prefer to receive the newsletter 
electronically?  

Would you like to receive weekly updates by 
e-mail? 

Would you like receive timely church infor-
mation by e-mail? 

Send an e-mail to the church at: 
 

eldoradofumc@gmail.com 
 

and we’ll add you to the list. 



Church Office Hours are: 
 

Monday through 
Thursday 

8 a.m. to noon / 
1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

 
Friday 

8 a.m. to noon 

Our Mission 
 

We are called by God to 
encourage and support one another 

through - 
 

Spiritual Growth 

Faith in Action 

Vital Worship 

Acceptance of Change 

and 

Sharing our faith with others. 

If you no longer wish to receive this publication o r 
have a question about your membership status,  
please contact us at 321-6220 or by e-mail at: 

eldoradofumc@gmail.com 

Your family information will be corrected to re-
flect the change and you will be removed from 
our mailing list.  


